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    January 2026 Talepipe  

P.O. Box 614       Veradale, Washington 99037-0614
web: www.iemodelaclub.org       mail: iemodelaclub@gmail.com

PURPOSE OF THE CLUB:  To serve as a medium of
exchange of ideas, information, and parts for owners
and admirers of the Model A Ford car and to aid them
in their efforts to restore and preserve the car in its
original likeness, as well as other aspects of the Model
A hobby. To unite in a central club all persons who are
interested in restoring, maintaining, and enjoying the

Model A Ford automobile in a manner to attract
prestige and respect within the community. It shall

further be the purpose of this club to help these people
become better acquainted and to encourage and
maintain among its members the spirit of good

fellowship, social interactions, and fair play through
sponsored activities, including the use of the Model A

Ford and family participation.

MEMBERSHIP DUES: $35.00/family/year. 
Dues are payable to the Inland Empire Model A
Club (IEMAC) treasurer at the general meeting
or mail to our treasurer. Membership in the Club,
as well as the Model A Ford Club of America

(MAFCA), is from January 1 to December 31 of
each year.  A new applicant paying dues on or
after November 1 of each year constitutes

payment of the full dues for the ensuing calendar
year. Membership in MAFCA is a prerequisite

for all active members in the club.

PRESIDENT Jim Pendleton 11218 Silver Lake S. Rd, Medical Lake, WA 99022 509.992.8301
V. PRESIDENT Dennis Koentopp 908 W. 16th Ave. Spokane, WA 99203 509.994.7999
SECRETARY Candi Hoover 3303 N. Elton, Spokane Valley, WA 99212 509.220.4333
TREASURER Curtis Graham 6920 N. Pine Rock Pl. Spokane, WA 99208 509.999.1495
NW REGION REP Jackie Bonner 19219 E. 8th, Greenacres, WA  99016 509.926.0361
MEMBERSHIP Laura Henke 17803 E. Indiana, Greenacres, WA 99016 509.924.1175
TALEPIPE  ED Jim Pearce 7105 S. Craig Rd, Cheney, WA 99004 509.299.5152
HISTORIAN Jackie Bonner 19219 E. 8th, Greenacres, WA  99016 509.926.0361

January is our “COOK-OFF”.  This year it is a HAWAIIAN theme.
So, if you have Hawaiian wear (shirts, grass skirts, muu muus) put

it on and
LET’S HAVE FUN

General Meetings
The 3rd Friday of each month, 6:00 pm 

North Spokane Dance Center 
7424 N. Freya

Board Meetings
The last Monday of each month

1:00 pm



Happy 2026!
As we start this New Year, I can see already that it will filled with fun tours, a 
National Convention and other experiences that will add to our enjoyment and 
knowledge of our Model A Fords.  Our shared interest in these wonderful little cars 
and our fun outings together strengthens our friendships and preserves history.  

Our January General Meeting on Friday the 16th at 1:00 pm begins this New Year 
of Club Fun with our “Hawaiian” Themed Cook-Off.  Great times and good food with 
us voting on the top three dishes! 
WOW, 2026!  In two short years we will be entering the centennial years for the 
Model A production.  I am sure there will be many events planned to help celebrate 
100 years!

I am looking forward to this year together as a club!

Jim Pendleton
President

PLEASE BRING ALL 
“TRAVELING TROPHIES” 

TO THE JANUARY MEETING.
(GIVE TO DENNIS)
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JANUARY 2026
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1

Honor Sears

2 3

Charlene
Gardner

4 5 6

Karen Cook

7 8 9 10

11

Jerel Rowe

12 13 14 15

John
Thompson

16

1 PM !!

17

18 19

Hal
Vandevord

20 21 22

Gary/Zepha
 Wassom

Jenny Graham

23 24

25

Zepha
Wassom

26 27 28 29 30 31

Hawaiian Theme Cook-Off

UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

20TH – SWEETHEART SOCIAL SAFETY INSPECTION
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Don’t miss this opportunity to
attend a MAFCA National

Convention!

 It will be held in 
Pendleton, OR. 

May 31, 2026 - June 7, 2026
Contact Jackie Bonner for Reservation Information
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Time to Start Planning



MAINTENANCE TIP
Difficulty Steering at Low Speeds?
Many Model A owners find their car hard to steer at low speeds. After 
checking that the steering gear box has oil, tires are inflated to 35 psi, 
and the front axle is properly greased, the most likely cause is defective 
or improperly shimmed spindle bolt (kingpin) thrust bearings. To confirm, 
use a floor jack to lift some weight off the front wheels—if steering 
effort reduces significantly, the bearings are the issue.  To fix it, remove 
everything from the spindles to access and remove the kingpins. Follow 
directions from Les Andrews' Red Book (page 1-209). Clean and replace
any worn thrust bearings, packing them with grease before re-installation.
Test fit the spindle with the kingpin fully locked, adding shims until 
there's minimal vertical movement without jamming. Reassemble, ensuring
proper placement of the felt seal and metal washer.  Finally, reassemble 
the spindle, brakes, and other components, grease all fittings, and enjoy 
the improved steering on your next drive.

*** DUES ARE DUE ***
IEMAC DUES:  $35/FAMILY/YEAR

MAFCA DUES:  $50/YEAR
(see page 1 of Talepipe)
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November  Meeting

                 Installation of board members.

Candi Hoover & Maureen Bledsoe-Sharing Secretary


Dennis Koentopp - Vice President


Jackie Bonner - NWRG Representative.

               Congratulations to all!


Phi Bledsoe, Army National Guard


Gary Wassom, US Army


Jerel Rowe, US Marines


Jim Pearce, US Air Force


Mark McClintock, Army Airborne


Dave Radke, US Marine Core


Club 
Members 
present at 
November 
meeting.



The Iconic Snap-Brim Fedora Hat
Advertised in 1928 as being “Blocked in one of the most approved styles.” this description reflects the
legacy of a hat with a history spanning more than a century.  During the Model A Era the fedora was 
the favorite of men ranging from the fashionable young collegiate to the conservative head of the 
family. It was the most adopted of available hat styles both for social daytime and business occasions. 
Its popularity can be attributed to a rugged workable design combined with a perfection of curvature 
and dimension.
During the Model A Era social expectations dictated that the well-dressed gentleman’s wardrobe 
included hats and caps appropriate to their circumstance. The wearing of a head covering upon leaving
home was the accepted practice, only to be removed indoors as appropriate or being engaged in 
conversation with women. Further, it was a strong economic statement about the wearer and status 
symbol.
The fedora is a soft felt hat with wide brim and features a prominent crown. Its styling descends from 
the traditional brimmed hat worn as part of the customary costume of Tyrol, a mountainous region of 
the Austrian Alps. The hat’s name was derived from French dramatist Victorien Sardou’s successful 
1882 tragic romance stage play Fedora which starred the extremely popular actress Sarah Bernhardt as
the heroine Lady Fedora. To the delight of her nuPmerous French, German, and English fans, she was
reported to have worn a stylish soft felt hat replete with a crease in the crown which the fans quickly 
emulated in their own wardrobes. The fedora then made its way across the Atlantic and was being 
advertised in New York by 1884 as a newly offered hat style.
It is fair to state that the early fedora could have easily become a footnote in history, but subsequent 
events interceded. Italian hatmaker Giuseppe Borsalino, his legacy still a world-wide force in the hat 
world, turned his attention to the then new hat. His creative genius transformed it by undertaking 
innovative improvements resulting in the ‘modern fedora’ styling available in the Model A Era. 
Borsalino’s styling improvements met with ever increasing popularity including the attention of 
England’s Prince Edward VIII, a fashion icon in his own right. A 1924 visit to the United States 
influenced the fashion world when he wore a fedora with dressy suits. Americans embraced the 
fashionable boldness of a royal socialite. Sears, Roebuck and Company also noticed; mass production 
of the fedora was quickly undertaken. This resulted in the eroding popularity of homburg and derby 
hats.
The fedora was the most popular men’s hat of the Model A Era. Its style remained constant during 
those years, as did all other aspects of men’s hats. This was in sharp contrast to the constantly 
changing contemporary designs encountered by women.  Reinforcing the popularity of the fedora was 
its fashionable choice in contrast to the previously stiffer hats, enhanced versatility and the emerging 
influence of theatre palaces that portrayed Hollywood’s leading men wearing a fedora. This suggested 
that the purchase of a good quality hat would ensure years of service with no fear of becoming dated.
While original fedoras can be sourced (online, antique stores or swap meets), there are often 
challenges as to condition and fit. Fortunately, there are many quality fedora hats for sale through 
haberdashers or online. The challenge is to select a hat that closely adheres to what was available 
during the Model A Era. 
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The ’modern fedora’ of the Model A Era encompasses several key stylistic components and materials. 
The Fedora is fashioned from a soft felt material: fabric made from animal fur such as rabbit, or wool, 
processed to form a smooth or napped finish. The felt is typically dyed black, brown, or gray with 
blue, green and tan sometimes at offer. A prominent crown of over five inches features a crease (also 
termed a bash or dent) in the form of a lengthwise trough but also commonly available is the teardrop 
(also known as the ‘C’) style. In addition, the crown has a “pinch” at the front sides, claimed to have 
been originated by Borsalino in order to facilitate a gentleman undertaking to doff his chapeau.  A 1-
3/4 inch-wide grosgrain ribbon featuring a bow completes the crown. 
The brim of a fedora is also a defining feature. There are three distinct edge finishings associated with 
the fedora style: raw or unfinished, finished with a sewn overwelt or underwelt or bound with 
grosgrain ribbon. These finishings allow the brim to be worn in a variety of angles resulting in the 
‘snap-brim’ designation. Width of hat brims range from 2-3/8 to  2-5/8 inches. 
Rounding out the construction of the hat is the lining. Quality products feature satin or silk material, 
often with a top plastic protector, combined with a leather sweatband. An unlined fedora with fabric 
sweatband is a summer alternative.
The fedora hat continues to be an enduring fashion favorite. This popularity still makes it possible for 
a gentleman to acquire an authentically styled Model A Era hat as a fundamental component of his 
everyday period wardrobe.
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