


Hi All!  Happy February!
Well, I am standing here in my garage on this February 2nd evening staring at our Model A and 
wondering if it saw its shadow today?  AHOOGA!  What!?  It saw its shadow,… six more weeks of
winter! So even though we have six more weeks of winter, there are a lot of fun things to enjoy as a
club.  
Coming up at our February General Meeting on Friday, the 20th at 6:00 pm - we will continue 
celebrating Valentine’s Day with our Sweetheart Pie Desert Social.  We also have a “Five Minute 
Seminar” planned to match the occasion. We will be awarding the 2025 recipients of the Traveling 
Trophies for Mileage; Hard Luck; Participation; Restoration and Rookie of the Year.
So don’t sit at home thinking about winter,… come to the meeting and enjoy a great time, some 
delicious pies and wonderful fellowship.
Hope to see you there!
Jim Pendleton
President

P.S.  If you have not payed your $35 annual chapter dues yet,
please pay at this meeting to ensure that you are included in this

year’s roster.  

"Where there is love there is life."
–Mahatma Gandhi
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FEBRUARY 2026
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11

Jackie
Bonner

12 13 14

Candi
Hoover

15

Bev Rowley

16 17

Paul/Tammy
Carlisle

18 19 20

Larry/Janine
Weidman 

21

Marty
Schmauch

22

Candee Bohn

23 24 25 26

Joel Sears

27 28

Sweetheart

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH APRIL MAY

20TH - BINGO 25TH - SAFETY INSPECTION
JACKIE ALKIER’S
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Board Meeting Notes
February 2,  2026
The meeting was called to order by President Jim Pendleton at 2:22. Members present were Curtis 
Graham, Jim Pearce, Laura Henke, Jackie Bonner and Candi Hoover.
Curtis gave treasure’s report. Dues are going into savings account at this time. Board decided to 
receive the newsletter membership is required. Curtis needs stamps for club business.
Membership: Laura has new members signed up. She is working on the new roster and has tried to 
contact all members who haven’t yet paid, so they will be included in 2026 roster. Laura needs 
business cards to include in membership packets.
Newsletter: Jim Pearce is trying to make sure all E-mails are current so members receive the 
Tailpipe. Please check  the roster when you receive it to make sure all information is correct.
Jackie Bonner is coordinating with Pendleton for the car game we will provide for the meet. 
Hopefully our members will sign up to help put it on. It will be a bean bag toss.
VP Dennis said all trophies have been returned for engraving.
New Business:
Hawaiian cook off was a great success. Jim Pendleton would like some pictures from cook off.
Christmas banquet was somewhat disappointing this year. We will be working with the Ramada to 
correct this. Hopefully next year will be better and we are exploring other options at this time.
Jackie Alkier will host the safety meet this year.  
We are working on pies for Sweetheart Social. Some members will be supplying some of them.  Will
contact Deborah Schultz if she is up to doing them again this year.  Dennis volunteered his wife and 
Curtis said he will bring one.
March meeting will be Bingo Night.
Board has decided to get rid of cumbersome filing cabinets. They are hard to move around. Items 
will go into rubber totes. 
Old Business:
Would like a list of those attending the Pendleton Meet. There will be a meeting with those going to 
figure out the route they want to take, who will bring tool box, and intended stops on way down. 
Time and meeting place will also be decided at February meeting.
Laura and Candi will do tables for the Sweetheart Social.  Candi will do a 5 minute seminar.
The refreshment list has been misplaced. We will start over. Jackie Bonner will be doing the March 
dessert. 
Submitted by secretaries Maureen Bledsoe & Candi Hoover
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Don’t miss this opportunity to
attend a MAFCA National

Convention!

 It will be held in Pendleton,
OR. 

May 31, 2026 - June 7,
2026

Contact Jackie Bonner for Reservation Information

General Meeting Notes
January 16, 2026
Meeting was called to order at 1:13
New members present: Chuck &  Karen Rice and Bert & Pam Onsott. WELCOME!
VP Dennis Koentopp needs all trophies back to get them engraved for 2026 winners.
Treasures report read.
NW Rep Jackie Bonner has recommended getting your hotel rooms as soon as possible, if you are 
going to Pendleton meet.
John Thompson has broken his ankle. Card being sent.
Membership: Dues for 2026 are due now. Please submit so you can be in this year’s roster.
Laura Henke announced we have a new member Jim Dorsey.
Meeting adjourned at 1:20
Submitted by Secretaries Maureen Bledsoe and Candi Hoover
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From the Model “A” Owners Manual, Page 10, 1931

“The Spark Control”
“The Average driving the spark lever should be carried about half way down the 
quadrant.  Only for high speeds should the spark lever be advanced all the way down the 
quadrant. When the engine is under a heavy load as in climbing steep hills, driving 
through heavy sand, etc., the spark lever retarded sufficiently to prevent knocking”.
My comments as promised….
First, the car should be properly timed with points set ( I set to .020”) and timing set so 
that the points just start to open accounting for the backlash in the rotation of the 
distributor shaft and cam.  A good check is to turn the ignition switch on with coil wire held 
to a head stud, (spark lever up from the start), and a spark should occur when the 
distributor is rotated counter clockwise causing the points to open and the field coil 
collapses thus firing the high tension build up of the coil through the coil wire to the 
distributor.  If timed properly the coil should be seen firing when you toggle the backlash.
Many times owners over advance the timing, which can cause engine knock, in extreme 
cases a rattle… and ultimately do harm to the rods and engine overall that shouldn’t 
occur.  Good Model A driving includes being in tune to your car… listen to it, experiment 
with the spark and GAV Fuel mixture (choke GAV rod)
I run mine around 9:00 ish, with a bit more for freeway driving to full advance if needed.  
Advancing will give you more power… but there is a danger of running that all the time 
and over advancing.   In my opinion after driving Model “A’s in all elevations from Pikes 
Peak to flatlands, and Blue Ridge Parkway and more, I generally do Not retard my spark 
going up hills. But, I do listen to the engine and give it what it needs and feels good.  More
timing if needed on the lever, and more mixture at the GAV if necessary. 
Ford gave us an adjustable variable timing for variable conditions.  Use it, but use it 
wisely.  Those that run all the way down many times over advanced will generally have 
engines that don’t last as long as one that has been more carefully and skillfully driven 
over time.
Long answer I know but an important one.

Copied from the MARC website "Jan-Feb 26 Tech Q&A"
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